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6Parallel Accounts
Key Theme
• Th e Bible records the true history of mankind and the universe.

Key Passages
• 1 Chronicles 29:26–30; 1 Kings 2:10–11, 4:26; 2 Chronicles 9:25

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Identify areas of overlap in the historical and prophetic books 
of the Old Testament.

• Describe how we know there are no contradictions in Scripture.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In 
Write on the board, “How is the Old Testament put together?”

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 5

Th e Bible is not a simple and straightforward chronological account, but it is possible to put 
the pieces together in a way that makes sense. Th e parallel accounts in Scripture add to the rich 
texture of the Bible’s historical accounts. We get a slightly diff erent angle on the events and get 
assurance that what is recorded is true.

  Study the Prepare to Share section.   Go Before the Th rone.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity: Sort It Out page 4

Th e students will examine the historical books of the Bible from 1 Samuel to 2 Chronicles to de-
scribe the overlapping nature of these books.

  Print one Sort It Out Timeline from the 
Resource DVD-ROM for each student.

  Print one Sort It Out Discussion Guide and 
Timeline Answer Key for your use.

  Student Guides

  Pencils 
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share
SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read the 
lesson key passages along with this background. 

Many people do not recognize the way the Old Tes-
tament is put together. You might think it would be laid 
out chronologically or topically, but that is not the case. 
While the history recorded in the Old Testament books 
is completely accurate, it doesn’t follow the pattern that 
we would typically write from a Western perspective. 

Roughly, the Old Testament is organized into sev-
eral distinct sections. First come the historical books—
Genesis through Esther. Next comes a collection of 
books typically referred to as the wisdom literature or 
poetic books—Job through Song of Solomon. Next, 
we have a collection of the writings called the Major 
Prophets—Isaiah through Daniel. Finally, we have the 
Minor Prophets—Hosea through Malachi.

If we were to reorganize those books into a chrono-
logical pattern, we would have to do quite a bit of work 
(and everyone would have to memorize a new song 
about the books of the Bible!). We would have to place 
Job somewhere around the time of Abraham, so it would 
come after Genesis. After Exodus, some of the informa-
tion contained in Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteron-
omy is duplicated, so there is a bit of overlap. After that, 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and 1 Samuel remain chronologi-
cal. After this, it gets a little crazy. The book of Psalms is 
really a collection of writings from Moses up to the time 
of Solomon—a 500-year period.

1 Chronicles and 2 Samuel cover the same period 
of time, beginning with the reign of David (after an 
extensive genealogy of Israel in 1 Chronicles) and clos-
ing with the end of David’s reign. Following these two 
books, 2 Chronicles covers the same timeframe as 1 
Kings and 2 Kings with the accounts of the reign of Sol-
omon through the division of the kingdom into Judah 
in the south and Israel in the north. In the middle of 
the accounts of Solomon, we would place Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon. The accounts 
of 1 and 2 Kings continue through all of the kings of 
the north and south until the fall of Samaria and Jeru-
salem. Scattered within these pages, we would include 
all of the prophets except Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi. Finally, we would place Esther, Ezra, and 
Nehemiah at the end of our reorganized Old Testament 
with the four prophets just mentioned.

Wow! We need a chart to keep all of this straight 
in our minds, but if we are to understand the historical 
context of God’s plan of redemption throughout history, 
that is what we must consider. The Bible is not simply 
a collection of ancient stories from an ancient people; 
it is an account of God’s faithfulness to His promises 
throughout all of history. We can fi nd reason to praise 
Him for all of His sovereign control over the events of 
the past, but perhaps more fully when we put them in 
their proper perspective. Even more wonderfully, we 
can consider how all of these events were leading up 
to the birth of the Messiah who would come in God’s 
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perfect timing to redeem God’s people from their sin 
(Ephesians 1:7–10; Galatians 4:4–5).

HISTORICAL/APOLOGETICS 
BACKGROUND

Many critics of the Bible argue that the Bible cannot 
be the words of God since the Bible contains contra-
dictions and errors. Indeed, if the Bible did contain real 
contradictions, it would not be logical to claim it came 
from God. However, if God used holy men of God to 
record the Scriptures (2 Peter 1:21), and if all Scrip-
ture is given by the inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16), 
and God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2), then the 
Bible cannot contain statements that truly contradict 
one another.

Within the parallel accounts in Scripture, there 
are several examples of alleged contradictions. Sev-
eral of these occur in the parallel accounts of the Old 
Testament. One of the most common comes from the 
account of Solomon’s wealth. Read 1 Kings 4:26 and 
then 2 Chronicles 9:25. Now read 1 Kings 10:26 and 2 
Chronicles 1:14. So, how many chariots and horses did 
Solomon have? The fi rst thing we can be sure of is that 
there is no real contradiction in God’s mind. With that 
said, there must be a solution to this conundrum.

Several reasonable solutions can be offered for this 
apparent contradiction. It is possible that there is a dis-
tinction in the number of men for the horses—as a mul-
tiple of 10, or that one passage is referring to the horses 

as opposed to the stalls or the chariots. While these are 
possible, it is more likely that there was a minor copyist 
error at some point in the past which introduced this 
problem. We can be certain that the original manu-
scripts contained no errors, but as the text was tran-
scribed, an error could have been inserted. Before you 
become alarmed, this doesn’t mean we cannot trust the 
Bible. In fact, this type of mistake helps us to be assured 
that God preserves His Word through the ages. Because 
the account is given twice, Scripture offers a self-correc-
tion, and the insertion of an extra digit can be explained. 
Solomon had 4,000 stalls of horses and 12,000 chari-
oteers to defend his kingdom.

No matter what the perceived contradiction, there 
is a reasonable answer to resolve the question and many 
resources to help you think about the issues involved. 
We can trust God’s Word because we can trust its 
Author—the Creator God who cannot lie.

For more information on this topic, see the Online 
Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BEFORE THE THRONE

Dear Lord, thank you for your Word. � ank you 
that it is true and certain. � ank you for those 
down through the ages who recorded and pre-
served it. Please help me and my students gain a 
greater appreciation and trust in your Word as a 
result of the lesson today. Amen.

 ➤ Pace your lesson! Use the clocks to mark the time you want to fi nish each section. This will 
help you stay on track and fi nish on time. You may need to shorten or drop sections 

as necessary. 10:30
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Review
Last week, we talked about Solomon taking 
the throne of Israel as David was dying. 
David had ruled in Israel for 40 years and his 
throne was passed to Solomon, just as God 
had promised. As Solomon began his reign, 
God off ered him a request.

ü What did Solomon ask for from God? He 
asked for wisdom to rule the Israelites well.

God was pleased with this request, an 
unselfi sh request, and granted Solomon 
wisdom beyond any other man and also 
blessed him with riches and honor. God 
also off ered Solomon the promise of long 
life if he would obey God.

ü Who can remember some of the qualities 
of biblical wisdom? Wisdom is a gift from God 
given to those who ask so that they might apply the 

truths found in Scripture to live a life obedient to the 
commands of Christ—to be imitators of Christ.

Even if we could learn all of the knowledge 
in the world and memorize the Bible, we 
would not be exercising wisdom unless we 
put those things into practice. Wisdom is 
putting the truths of the Bible into practice 
so that we might be more like Jesus.

Today, we are going to continue looking at 
the Old Testament history. Th e elementary 
grades are doing a review lesson today, so 
we have the opportunity to stop and 
examine the structure of the Old 
Testament. By the end of our lesson, I hope 
you will understand a bit better why the 
books are arranged the 
way they are.

Sort It Out
MaTeriaLS
 Student Guides

 Sort It Out Timeline for each student

 Sort It Out Discussion Guide and Timeline Answer Key for 
your use

 Pencils

inSTruCTionS

In your Student Guides, you will fi nd 
an activity called Sort It Out. Some of 
the information for our activity is in the 
Student Guide, but we will also be using 
this worksheet as an additional part of the 
lesson. Pass out one Sort It Out Timeline to each 
student. Follow the instructions in the Sort It Out 
Discussion Guide as you lead students in this activity.

ConneCT To The TruTh

ü Has anyone ever heard of a harmony of 
the Gospels? If so, ask them to explain what it is 
used for. A harmony is intended to put the parallel 
passages together so that you can see how diff erent 
parts of the Bible line up with one another. The 
events of Mark 1, for example, don’t line up with 
Matthew 1.

Just as there are harmonies for the Gospels, 
there are harmonies for the historical 
books. Th ey set the accounts next to one 
another in three columns. If you ever decide 
to read through the Bible chronologically, a 
harmony of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles would be a 
very helpful tool.
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STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
reaD The WorD

Let’s read a few of these parallel accounts together to see how they 
compare. I need someone to read 1 Chronicles 29:26–30 and someone 
else to read 1 Kings 2:10–11. Have someone read the passages aloud.

eXaMine The WorD

observe the Text

 ü How long had David reigned in Israel? 40 years total; 7 in Hebron and 33 in Jerusalem.

 ü What other books are mentioned in the 1 Chronicles passage? The references 
to the writings of Samuel, Nathan, and Gad point us to Samuel and Kings to read more about 
David’s life.

 ü Are these passages in agreement? Yes, they present the same basic information with 
subtle diff erences.

Discover the Truth

As you can see in this example, the records are aligned quite nicely. We 
get slightly diff erent details in each account, but they reinforce one 
another. Th is should assure us that God has revealed these things in a way 
that is consistent with His character. God is wise, and He 
has delivered the Scriptures to us in a cohesive way.

reaD The WorD

Let’s look at another parallel passage. Th ese passages both describe the 
wealth and power of Solomon. Will someone please read 1 Kings 4:26 and 
then 2 Chronicles 9:25? Have someone read the passages aloud.

eXaMine The WorD

observe the Text

 ü What apparent contradiction is presented? Did Solomon have 4,000 or 40,000 
horses?

Th ere are other passages that talk about Solomon’s chariots, but not the 
horses. In 1 Kings 10:26 and 2 Chronicles 1:14, we learn that Solomon had 
1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen.

 ü If the Bible has been revealed by God, can it contain contradictions? 
Because the Bible is a refl ection of God’s character, it cannot contradict itself. God cannot lie 
(Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2). Knowing this, we understand that the Bible, as it was originally written 
(the original autographs), is without error.

 ➤ Write on the 
board, “How is the 
Old Testament put 
together?” 

1 Chronicles 29:26–30;
1 Kings 2:10–11

Wise

1 Kings 4:26
2 Chronicles 9:25
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 ü Since we know that the Bible cannot contradict itself, what are some 
possible explanations for the difference we see in these two parallel 
passages? One writer may have been referring to the actual stalls, while the other was referring 
to the horses. The most likely explanation is that there was a mistake in the copying at some point 
in the past and that 4,000 is the correct number in 1 Kings 4:26.

Discover the Truth

Now, don’t be alarmed by that. In fact, identifying this error actually helps 
assure us of the truthfulness and accuracy of Scripture. The very fact that 
we can recognize what is likely a copying error helps us to be sure that 
we know what the original was. This is something that we have to be real 
about—we can’t just pretend that these differences don’t exist. But there 
are always very reasonable explanations for these apparent contradictions.

We can trust that God has revealed truth to us and that He has preserved 
that truth for us. Though there are a few cases where there appear to have 
been errors in the copying of the text, these are very uncommon and 
would not impact any doctrinal truths even if they were irreconcilable 
(which they are not). We can be confident that the 
words we have in our copies of the Scriptures are 
faithful to the original autographs.

APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WhaT You hearD in The WorD

While the Bible is not a simple and straightforward chronological account, 
it is possible to put the pieces together in a way that makes sense. It 
requires a bit of work, but we can find true riches inside of the pages as 
we study what God has revealed to us.

The parallel accounts in Scripture add to the rich texture of the Bible’s 
historical accounts. We get a slightly different angle on the events and get 
assurance that what is recorded is true.

Faithful
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GoD’S WorD in The reaL WorLD

 ü How has the study of these parallel books helped you understand the 
Bible better? Discuss various answers.

ü How do you see this knowledge changing the way that you study the 
Bible? Discuss various answers, focusing on the ability to read many accounts in a parallel 
passage and understand more details. Remind students that the cross-references in their Bibles can 
be used to identify the parallel passages in most cases.

 ü Many people doubt that the Bible is the true Word of God and claim 
that there are many contradictions in the text. How could you use these 
parallel accounts we have studied today to explain the truthfulness of 
Scripture? The level of agreement of these parallel accounts is a strong confi rmation of the 
truthfulness of the Scriptures as we have them today. It is OK to acknowledge that there are 
apparent contradictions, but then to look for a reason.

 ü When someone makes the claim, “Th e Bible is full of contradictions,” ask 
them to name one. Many times they won’t be able to, and their ignorance 
will be exposed. But what if someone asks you about an apparent 
contradiction that you are unfamiliar with? How could you respond? First, 
open up the Bible and examine the passages. Read the passages in their context. Often, the context 
will make it clear that there are two diff erent ideas presented and the “contradiction” vanishes. If 
you don’t have an immediate answer, don’t be afraid to admit that you don’t know how to resolve 
it. This will demonstrate humility. Then, be willing to research the issue and return an answer to 
them. This will demonstrate your confi dence in God’s Word and your desire to lovingly answer 
questions. Ultimately, your answers give an opportunity to share the gospel with those who are not 
yet trusting in Christ. For answers to many supposed contradictions, see the 
Online Resource Page for this lesson, where you will fi nd article links.

MEMORY VERSE

MeMorY VerSe

2 Samuel 7:22 Th erefore You are great, O Lord 
GOD. For there is none like You, nor is there any 
God besides You, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears.

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

GrouP PraYer TiMe

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Th ank God for preserving His Word for us.

• Praise God for His faithfulness—that we can 
trust Him.

• Ask God for wisdom in sharing His Word 
with others.
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Notes




